Eaton  5ocon  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st.  1925. 


Vital  Statistics. 

A. — Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  Infant  and  other  Mortalities. 

Population. — Census  1911,3,542;  1921,  3,347.  Estimated  1925,  3,320.  Area  in 
Acres,  16,935. 

Births — Number,  57.  Birth-rate,  171.  Birth-rate  England  and  Wales  1925,  18’3. 

Deaths  (from  all  causes),  42.  Death-rate  (General  Death-rate),  12'6.  Death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1925,  12  2. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 >ear,  4.  Infant  Mortality  (per  1000),  70' 1-  Infant 
Mortality  for  England  and  Wales,  1925,  75. 

Illegitimate  Births,  2.  Illegitimate  Birth-rate  (percentage  of  total  Births),  3 5. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Nil  Zymotic  Mortality,  1’5. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (and  allied  malignant  diseases),  5.  Cancer  Mortality,  1 5. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  Nil. 

Deaths  from  the  Chief  Respiratory  Diseases  (Pneumonia,  Pleurisy  and  Bron- 
chitis), 4.  Respiratory  (non-Tubercular)  Mortality,  1 '2. 

Deaths  of  Elderly  Persons  (65  years  and  upwards),  31.  Senile  Mortality  (per- 
centage of  total  deaths),  73  8. 

B. — Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  Infectious  Diseases. 
Tuberculosis. — Total,  8.  Pulmonary,  4.  Other  forms,  4. 

Other  Infectious  and  Zymotic  Diseases.  —Total,  4. 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina,  1 . 

Enteric  Fever  and  Typhoid  Fever,  1. 

Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  1. 

Erysipelas,  1 . 

Housing  Conditions. 

1 .  — General. — 

Estimated  Population,  3,320. 

General  Death-rate,  1 2*6. 

Infantile  Mortality,  70' 1. 

Number  of  larger  houses  erected,  1 . 

2.  — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

I.  — Inspection 

Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) — 87. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation — 2. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation. — 3. 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers — 45. 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
&c. , Act,  1919. 
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Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repair — 10. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  (a)  by  Owners,  8, 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners  of 
intention  to  close  —2. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  -52. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
(a)  by  Owners — 45. 

Number  of  Notices  for  Overcrowding  — 3. 

Number  of  cases  of  foulness  of  interior  of  Houses  reported — 1. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders  -2. 

Local  Housing  Scheme  or  Schemes. 

(position  at  end  of  year). 

A. — Official  Three-years  Scheme  (1919-1922). 

Number  of  Workmen’s  Dwellings  it  was  decided  to  build  during  the 
three  years  ending  July,  1922 — 22. 

Parlour  Houses  (with  parlour,  living  room,  scullery  and  2,  3 or  4 bed- 
rooms)— 22  with  3 bedrooms. 

C. — Sites.— Applications  for  Sites  submitted — One  under  consideration. 

H.  — Houses  occupied  (or  ready  to  be) — See  A. 

I.  — Cost  per  House. — For  building  alone  (a)  Parlour  Houses — Nil. 

(b)  Other  types  —about  £900  (all  in). 

J.  — Rent. — Rent  or  proposed  rent  (apart  from  rates) — 7/-  to  8/-  weekly. 


Regulated  Establishments. 
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Private  Slaughter  Houses 
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4 

4 

20 
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9 

Engineering  Concerns,  See. 

A.  — Water  Supply. 

Localities  where  Water  Supply  was  improved — Wj  boston. 

Localities  where  Water  Supply  is  insufficient  in  quantity  and  defective  in 
quality — Dean. 

B.  — Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Localities  where  Drainage  and  Sewerage  were  improved — Wyboston,  Little 
Staughton,  Swineshead,  Pertenhall,  Eaton  Socon. 

C.  — Scavenging. 

Localities  where  Scavenging  system  was  improved  — Wyboston. 

Eood  Inspection  and  other  Activities. 

A. — Milk. — Action  taken  with  regard  to  Tuberculous  Milk,  as  laid  down  in  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1 91  5,  par.  4 — Mr  Burr,  M R. C V S. 
and  Mr.  Johns,  M.R. C.V.S.,  appointed  under  par.  10. 


B.  — Meat — Arrangements  for  inspecting  Meat  at  time  of  slaughtering — Mr.  Burr 

and  Mr.  Johns  appointed  under  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations, 

1924. 

Progress  made  towards  more  Humane.  Methods  of  Slaughtering — 
Supervised  by  the  above  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

Arrangements  for  inspecting  Meat-shops  and  Meat-carts — Veterinary 
Inspector,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

C. ^ — Other  Foods. — Arrangements  for  inspecting  Bread,  Fish,  Fruit,  &c. — Medical 

Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

E. — Schools. — Defects  in  Schools  that  came  under  notice.  — 1 consider  that  the 
Closets  of  all  the  Schools  should  be  provided  with  lids. 

Closet  and  Ashpit  Accommodation. 

Conversions  to  a better  type.— From  Midden-privy  to  Bucket-privy —4. 

Number  of  old  Houses  supplied  with  a Closet  for  the  first  time  — 7. 

Number  of  Closets  repaired — 9. 

Number  of  defective  Ashpits  repaired  or  Ashbins  replaced— 1. 

Old  Houses  properly  drained  for  first  time — 2. 

Defects  in  House  Drains  remedied — 19. 

Unsound  Food  and  Miscellaneous. 

Milk  and  Milk  Samples. — Number  of  Dairy  Cows — 202. 

Whether  Milk  imported — No. 

Whether  Milk  exported — Yes. 

Meat  and  Meat  Inspection. 

How  many  Slaughterhouses  licensed  as  well  as  registered — 3. 

Number  of  voluntary  surrenders  of  Carcases  or  Part  Carcases — 4. 
Bakehouses —Total  number  — 3. 

Water  and  Water  Samples — Number  of  Water  Samples  taken — 5. 

Number  found  polluted — 3. 

Number  of  Wells  remedied — 3. 

Disinfection  and  Isolation  — Number  of  Houses  (a)  Disinfected — 2 

(b)  S upphed  with  Disinfectants —2. 

Number  of  cases  taken  to  Fever  Hospital  2. 
Nuisances.  — Number  of  animals  improperly  kept  and  removed — 1. 

Number  of  unhealthy  deposits  caused  to  be  removed — 5. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  —4. 

Inspecting,  &c  — Total  number  of  inspections  during  the  year — 326. 

Number  of  notices  issued  (a)  Informal— 74. 

(b)  Statutory  — 3. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  etc. 

A. — Whether  following  Acts  (or  parts)  been  adopted — 

1 —  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — Yes. 

2 —  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  1 and  II)— Yes. 

(Part  III) — No  record. 

3 —  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — No  record. 

B.  — Whether  Bye-Laws  relating  to  following  matters  been  made 

1 —  New  Streets  and  Buildings — Yes. 

2 —  Slaughterhouses  — Under  consideration. 

C.  — Whether  Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk-shops  Order,  1885, 

been  adopted — Yes. 

D.  — Whether  Urban  Powers  (for  Rural  Districts)  under  Public  Health  Act, 

1875  -For  Lighting  at  Eaton  Socon. 

E.  — Whether  a Local  Water  Act  obtained — No. 

Whether  some  other  Act  obtained — No. 

F.  — Whether  any  Fever  made  Locally  Notifiable  ^No. 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  16,935. — This  area  comprises  the  following  Parishes  : Dean, 
Eaton  Socon,  Little  Barford,  Little  Staughton,  Pertenhall,  Shelton  and  Swineshead. 

Population. — 3,347  (census  1921),  3,320  (estimated  1925). 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  highest  point  is  about  200  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  the  lowest  about  60 
feet. 

In  the  Southern  part  of  the  District  the  soil  is  mostly  loam  and  the  subsoil  gravel. 
In  the  Northern  part  it  is  mostly  clay. 

Rateable  Value.— £24,899 

Social  Conditions. — Almost  entirely  Agricultural. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Vide  pages  1 , 2,  3 and  4. 

M ore  Houses  are  urgently  needed  throughout  the  entire  District.  There  are 
many  unsatisfactory  houses  which  it  is  impossible  to  condemn  because  there  is  no 
where  else  for  the  inhabitants  to  go. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Service. 

Tuberculosis. — The  Beds.  County  Council  Sanatorium  at  Mogerhanger  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Bedford  are  available  and  sufficient. 

Maternity. — No  Maternity  Hospital  available. 

Children. — There  is  a Children’s  Ward  in  the  County  Hospital,  Bedford. 

Fever. — Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Eaton  Socon  Rural  District 
Council  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  be  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Clapham,  near  Bedford. 

Small  Pox. --The  Eaton  Socon  Rural  District  Council  has  combined  with  St. 
Neots  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  Councils  and  hired  and  equipped  a house  at 
Gimber’s  End,  near  Kimbolton,  which  would  be  used  for  Small  Pox  Patients  should 
the  necessity  arise. 

Ordinary  cases  of  illness  or  accident  are  sent  to  the  County  Hospital  when 
necessary. 

There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  or 
homeless  children  other  than  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary. 

Ambulances. — (a)  Eor  infectious  cases — from  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  accidents  — from  County  Hospital. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  School  Inspections — arranged  by  County  M.O.H. 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — Health  visitors  under  the  Supervision 

of  County  M.O.H. 

(c)  Tuberculosis — no  Dispensary  in  the  Area. 

(d)  Venereal  Disease — free  treatment  provided  at  County  Hospital. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

CROSS.  E.  J.,  M.D,  D.P.H.  (M.O.H.). 

BRUCE,  W.,  Sanitary  Inspector  (no  Certificates). 

BURR,  J.P.,  M.R.C.V.S. 

JOHNS,  A.,  M.R.C.V.S. 

All  the  above  are  part  time  Officers  with  the  exception  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector* 
who  also  acts  for  the  St.  Neots  Rural  District.  Mr.  Burr  and  Mr,  Johns  were 
appointed  Meat  Inspectors  under  The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  and 
also  Veterinary  Inspectors  under  par.  10  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915  Only  the  salary  of  the  M.O.H.  is  contributed  to  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.— A Nurse  is  provided  for  Eaton  Socon  by  voluntary  subscription- 
A grant  is  made  by  the  Beds.  County  Council  when  necessary  to  help  the  Eaton 
Nurse  who  is  affiliated  to  the  Beds.  Nursing  Association. 

The  other  Villages  have  no  regular  Nurse. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Disease.— Nil. 


Midwives  — There  is  a Midwife  residing  at  Dean  who  is  subsidised  by  the  Beds* 
County  Council  and  who  attends  cases  in  the  adjoining  Villages.  Another 
Certified  Midwife  resides  in  Eaton  Socon,  both  of  these  act  as  District  Nurses. 

Cases  in  Little  Barford  are  frequently  attended  by  a Midwife  residing  in  St  Neots 
(two  miles  distant). 

Chemical  Work. — Specimens  e.g.  Sputum  for  T.  B.  are  sent  to  Clinical  Research 
Association  at  the  Council’s  expense.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  stocked  by  the 
M.O.H.  and  issued  to  Medical  Practitioners  when  required  free  of  charge. 

Legislation.— See  Form  XI. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

'Vater. — Uide  Form  Vll  — The  water  is  almost  entirely  drawn  from  shallow 
wells.  Very  few  of  these  wells  have  any  cementing  to  render  the  upper  eight  feet 
or  so  impermeable. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  special  cases  of  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — In  Eaton  Socon  the  sewage  is  pumped  on  to  a sewage 
area,  the  solid  portion  being  carted  on  to  the  land,  in  the  other  Villages  the  liquid 
portion  is  generally  drained  into  a ditch  and  the  solid  portion  dug  into  the  land. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Almost  entirely  bucket-privies,  the  larger  houses  only 
having  water  closets  connected  with  the  cess  pools. 

Scavenging. — Vide  Form  IX. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — Vide  Form  IV. 

Schools. — The  water  supply  at  Dean  is  receiving  attention.  No  Schools  were 
closed  on  account  of  illness  during  ! 925.  Several  cases  of  Mumps  and  Chicken- 
pox  occurred  in  the  late  Spring  and  early  Summer.  These  were  dealt  with  as  laid 
down  in  the  Memorandum  on  closure  of  and  exclusion  from  School  1925. 


Housing. 

Vide  Forms  IV  and  V. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — Mr.  Johns,  M.R.C.V.S.,  has  been  appointed  under  par.  10  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  as  Veterinary  Adviser  for  the 
Parishes  of  Dean,  Little  Staughton,  Pertenhall,  Shelton  and  Swineshead  ; and  Mr 
Burr,  M R C.V.S.,  for  the  Parishes  of  Little  Barford  and  Eaton  Socon  (including 
Bushmead,  Basmead,  Duloe,  Staploe  and  Wyboston).  These  Officers  have  done 
extremely  good  work.  Only  one  cow  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  has  been 
detected  and  destroyed.  Mr.  Burr  keeps  his  eye  on  sixty-three  cows  and  eight 
cowsheds  ; Mr.  Johns  on  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  cows  and  forty  cowsheds. 
Both  Mr.  Burr  and  Mr.  Johns  inform  me  if  they  meet  with  any  contravention  of  the 
By  e-laws.  There  is  a marked  improvement  both  in  the  quality  of  the  herds  and 
the  cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds  since  they  were  appointed. 

Tuberculous  Milk  and  Cattle  are  dealt  with  as  laid  down  in  pars.  4 and  5 Milk 
and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

Licences,  &c. — Vide  Form  VI. 

(b)  Meat.  — Mr.  Burr  and  Mr.  Johns  have  also  been  appointed  Meat  Inspectors 
under  The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  for  the  same  Districts  as  in  the 
Milk  Supervision.  They  are  both  provided  with  telephones  and  notices  of  intention 
to  slaughter  are  sent  to  them.  Mr.  Johns  has  not  had  occasion  to  condemn  any 
carcase  or  seize  any  ursound  meat.  Mr.  Burr  has  condemned  one  pig’s  carcase, 
part  of  another,  and  two  pigs’  livers.  As  the  result  of  these  gentlemen’s 
activities  I find  a marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  meat  generally. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — Vide  Form  VI. 

Other  Foods. — Vide  Form  VI. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Having  only  taken  over  the  whole  area  this  vear  I am  unable  to  state  the  pre- 
valence of  notifiable  infectious  disease  since  1920.  Only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  one  of  Enteric  have  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1925.  Both  these  cases  were  promptly  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
made  recoveries.  I tried  the  “ Dick  ” test  on  the  two  little  sisters  of  the  case  of 
Scarlet,  both  were  negative,  and  neither  of  them  contracted  the  disease.  I have 
had  no  occasio  r to  use  the  ‘Schick  ” in  this  District.  I have  performed  no 
V accinations  under  the  Small  Pox  Prevention  Regulations,  1917. — Vide  also  Form  II, 
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Tuberculosis. 

Vide  Forms  II  and  III. 

Four  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified  during  the  year.  They 
are  all  females,  aged  28,  30,  80,  and  one  age  not  stated  Four  cases  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  were  also  notified  viz  one  male  aet.  2 4/12,  and  three  females  aged  14,  45 
and  39.  Altogether  there  are  six  Pulmonary  and  five  Non-Pulmonary  cases  on  the 
Register,  this  gives  a case  rate  of  1'76  per  1000  tor  Pulmonary  against  1'45  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  149  for  Non-Pulmonary  against  0 48  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. — To  the  best  of 
my  belief  there  are  no  Tuberculosis  employees  in  the  Milk  trade  in  this  District. 
No  action  has  been  necessary  under  Section  62  of  the  P.H.A.,  1925.  I believe  that 
all  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  this  Area  are  very  conscientious  in  notifying  cases 
of  Tuberculosis,  and  this  fact  I believe  accounts  for  the  case  rate  being  above  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales. 

I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  invariable  courtesy  and  ready  help 
of  my  colleagues  : the  Clerk  to  the  Local  Authority,  Mr.  John  Ennals  ; the  Veter- 
inary Surgeons,  Mr.  Burr  and  Mr.  Johns  ; and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  Bruce. 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS, 

M.O.H.  Eaton  Socon  Rural  District. 

Saint  Neots, 

18th  March,  1926. 
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